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This past year was filled with many challenges including the inability to meet in person and physically connect 
with others. Many spent months in relative isolation while others worked – either from home or, if they were 
deemed to be employed in front-line essential positions, in the workplace while putting in place as many 
safety measures as possible. I was one of those who did work throughout the pandemic as our libraries 
continued to run with the staff intact even though our buildings provided limited access to the public. 
Fortunately, continued access to the library collection allowed me the opportunity to keep reading. This year’s 
list does not center or focus on a specific theme – but rather is a collection of books that reflect a small 
selection of my reading experience for the year. My hope is that you will find a book or two that challenges 
you, entertains you, delights you, engages you and provides a common topic of conversation to share with 
others both in your home congregation as well as throughout the state of Florida. 
 
I heard that some of you are still meeting for book discussions – either in small groups or virtually so 

something new we are adding to Reading for Renewal this year is an online piece using Bookclubz.com. You 

can join the Reading for Renewal – Florida UCC Women book club by visiting the website using the following 

link: https://bookclubz.com/clubs/32786/join/793c8f/ Once you join you will see the books from this year 

listed under Books We Want to Read. Please do not add other books to this list but feel welcome to add 

comments/messages as you are reading. If you are hosting a meeting to discuss any of the books the meeting 

can be posted on the site. This is a closed club so the link should only be shared with other FL UCC Women and 

friends  

  ~Terri Crawford, FL UCC Women/Reading for Renewal Chair 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Any number of books from this list that are read during the year should be reported. (See Record Sheet on last 

page.) Reports are due in April 2021 to your local church’s Reading for Renewal contact.  

A Qualified Reader must read six (6) books from this list, including one (1) Mission Study book, 

In addition to retail bookstores, the books on the list may be available from your local public libraries and/or 

from online booksellers. Most are available in more than one format including large print, compact disc and 

various kinds of electronic media. 

If you have questions or comments about this list or using Bookclubz.com, please contact FL UCC Reading for 

Renewal Chair, Terri Crawford at terric57@yahoo.com or Barb Coons at kayebarb3344@aol.com. Please 

include “Reading for Renewal” in the email subject line. 

You may also send titles of books to be considered for future lists*. In general books to be considered should 

be: 

 No more than 3 years old – based on release date 

 Not a best seller or book from a best-seller list 

 Available in multiple formats 

 Not an author that has been the list in the past 2 years. 

*In most cases, books selected for the list must in some way tie to the selected annual conference theme. 

There are occasional exceptions. 

https://bookclubz.com/clubs/32786/join/793c8f/
mailto:terric57@yahoo.com
mailto:kayebarb3344@aol.com


Reading for Renewal List for 2021 – 2022 

#1 Aftershocks – Nadia Owusu (NF – Memoir) 
Nadia Owusu grew up all over the world--from Rome and London to Dar-es-Salaam and Kampala. When her 
mother abandoned her when she was two years old, the rejection caused Nadia to be confused about her 
identity. Even after her father died when she was thirteen and she was raised by her stepmother, she was 
unable to come to terms with who she was since she still felt motherless and alone. When Nadia went to 
university in America when she was eighteen she still felt as if she had so many competing personas that she 
couldn't keep track of them all without cracking under the pressure of trying to hold herself together. A 
powerful coming-of-age story that explores timely and universal themes of identity, Aftershocks follows 
Nadia's life as she hauls herself out of the wreckage and begins to understand that the only ground firm 
enough to count on is the one she writes into existence. 
 
#2 America is not the Heart – Elaine Castillo (Immigrant Fiction) 
When Hero De Vera arrives in America--haunted by the political upheaval in the Philippines and disowned by 
her parents--she's already on her third life. Her uncle gives her a fresh start in the Bay Area, and he doesn't ask 
about her past. His younger wife knows enough about the might and secrecy of the De Vera family to keep her 
head down. But their daughter--the first American-born daughter in the family--can't resist asking Hero about 
her damaged hands 
 
#3 Beloved Beasts: fighting for life in an age of extinction – Michelle Nijhuis (NF – Conservation/Zoology) 
In the late nineteenth century, as humans came to realize that our rapidly industrializing and globalizing 
societies were driving other animal species to extinction, a movement to protect and conserve them was born. 
In Beloved Beasts, acclaimed science journalist Michelle Nijhuis traces the movement's history: from early 
battles to save charismatic species such as the American bison and bald eagle to today's global effort to 
defend life on a larger scale. She describes the vital role of scientists and activists such as Aldo Leopold and 
Rachel Carson as well as lesser-known figures in conservation history; she reveals the origins of vital 
organizations like the Audubon Society and the World Wildlife Fund; she explores current efforts to protect 
species such as the whooping crane and the black rhinoceros; and she confronts the darker side of 
conservation, long shadowed by racism and colonialism. As the destruction of other species continues and the 
effects of climate change escalate, Beloved Beasts charts the ways conservation is becoming a movement for 
the protection of all species--including our own.  
 
#4 The Book of Rosy: a mother’s story of separation at the border – Rusayra Pablo Cruz (NF – 
Memoir/Immigration) 
From a mother whose children were taken from her at the U.S. border by the American government in 2018 
and another mother who helped reunite the family, a crucial, searing story about the immigration odyssey, 
family separation and reunification, and the power of individuals to band together to overcome even the most 
cruel and unjust circumstances. 
 
#5 The Call to Unite: voices of hope and awakening – Edited by Tim Shriver and Tom Rosshirt (NF – Conduct 
of Life)  
At the start of 2020, in what felt already like an age of disorder, our world faced one of the gravest global 
challenges in a century. Covid-19 raced around the earth, and chaos erupted. Yet in the midst of this crisis, 
billions of human beings responded with love. Across the globe, people sought to connect, whether in person 
from a socially distant six feet or via a screen from 10,000 miles away. In that moment, Tim Shriver saw an 
opportunity for those hungry for community to answer a call to heal, a call to hope, a call to unite. He asked 
monks and nuns, artists and activists, nurses and doctors, ex-presidents and ex-cons to come together to 
share messages of inspiration, transformation, and love. This book captures the spirit of that 24-hour event. 

https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=beloved+beasts&te=&lm=PHYSICAL_ONLY#less


 
#6 Florence Adler Swims Forever – Rachel Beanland (Historical Fiction) 

Atlantic City, 1934. Every summer, Esther and Joseph Adler rent their house out to vacationers escaping to 
'America's Playground' and move into the apartment above their bakery. The apartment is where they raised 
their two daughters, Fannie and Florence, and, despite the cramped quarters, it still feels like home. Now 
Florence has returned from college, determined to spend the summer training to swim the English Channel, 
and Fannie, pregnant again after recently losing a baby, is on bedrest, leaving her young daughter Gussie in 
Esther's care. After Joseph insists they take in a mysterious young woman whom he recently helped emigrate 
from Nazi Germany, the apartment is bursting at the seams. 
 
#7 The Henna Artist – Alka Joshi (Historical/India Fiction) 
Escaping from an abusive marriage, seventeen-year-old Lakshmi makes her way alone to the vibrant 1950s 
pink city of Jaipur. There she becomes the most highly requested henna artist--and confidante--to the wealthy 
women of the upper class. But trusted with the secrets of the wealthy, she can never reveal her own. Known 
for her original designs and sage advice, Lakshmi must tread carefully to avoid the jealous gossips who could 
ruin her reputation and her livelihood. As she pursues her dream of an independent life, she is startled one 
day when she is confronted by her husband, who has tracked her down these many years later with a high-
spirited young girl in tow--a sister Lakshmi never knew she had. Suddenly the caution that she has carefully 
cultivated as protection is threatened. Still she perseveres, applying her talents and lifting up those that 
surround her as she does. 
 
#8 His Only Wife – Peace A. Medie (African Literature) 
Afi Tekple is a young seamstress in Ghana. She is smart; she is pretty; and she has been convinced by her 
mother to marry a man she does not know. Afi knows who he is, of course--Elikem is a wealthy businessman 
whose mother has chosen Afi in the hopes that she will distract him from his relationship with a woman his 
family claims is inappropriate. But Afi is not prepared for the shift her life takes when she is moved from her 
small hometown of Ho to live in Accra, Ghana's gleaming capital, a place of wealth and sophistication where 
she has days of nothing to do but cook meals for a man who may or may not show up to eat them. She has 
agreed to this marriage in order to give her mother the financial security she desperately needs, and so she 
must see it through. Or maybe not? 
 
#9 How the One-Armed Sister Sweeps the House – Cherie Jones (Caribbean Fiction) 
In Baxter's Beach, Barbados, Lala's grandmother Wilma tells the story of the one-armed sister. It's a cautionary 
tale, about what happens to girls who disobey their mothers and go into the Baxter's Tunnels. When she's 
grown, Lala lives on the beach with her husband, Adan, a petty criminal with endless charisma whose 
thwarted burglary of one of the beach mansions sets off a chain of events with terrible consequences. A 
gunshot no one was meant to witness. A new mother whose baby is found lifeless on the beach. A woman 
torn between two worlds and incapacitated by grief. And two men driven into the Tunnels by desperation and 
greed who attempt a crime that will risk their freedom - and their lives. 
 
#10 The Imperfects – Amy Myerson (Contemporary Fiction) 
The Millers are far from perfect. Estranged siblings Beck, Ashley and Jake find themselves under one roof for 
the first time in years, forced to confront old resentments and betrayals, when their mysterious, eccentric 
matriarch, Helen, passes away. But their lives are about to change when they find a secret inheritance hidden 
among her possessions--the Florentine Diamond, a 137-carat yellow gemstone that went missing from the 
Austrian Empire a century ago. Desperate to learn how one of the world's most elusive diamonds ended up in 
Helen's bedroom, they begin investigating her past only to realize how little they know about their brave, 
resilient grandmother. As the Millers race to determine whether they are the rightful heirs to the diamond and 



the fortune it promises, they uncover a past more tragic and powerful than they ever could have imagined, 
forever changing their connection to their heritage and each other. 
 
#11 Infinite Country – Patricia Engel (Colombian Fiction) 
Talia is being held at a correctional facility for adolescent girls in the forested mountains of Colombia after 
committing an impulsive act of violence that may or may not have been warranted. She urgently needs to get 
out and get back home to Bogotá, where her father and a plane ticket to the United States are waiting for her. 
If she misses her flight, she might also miss her chance to finally be reunited with her family in the north. How 
this family came to occupy two different countries, two different worlds, comes into focus like twists of a 
kaleidoscope. We see Talia's parents, Mauro and Elena, fall in love in a market stall as teenagers against a 
backdrop of civil war and social unrest. We see them leave Bogotá with their firstborn, Karina, in pursuit of 
safety and opportunity in the United States on a temporary visa, and we see the births of two more children, 
Nando and Talia, on American soil. We witness the decisions and indecisions that lead to Mauro's deportation 
and the family's splintering--the costs they've all been living with ever since. 
 
#12 The Kindest Lie – Nancy Johnson (Contemporary Fiction) 
It's 2008, and the inauguration of President Barack Obama ushers in a new kind of hope. In Chicago, Ruth 
Tuttle, an Ivy-League educated Black engineer, is married to a kind and successful man. He's eager to start a 
family, but Ruth is uncertain. She has never gotten over the baby she gave birth to--and was forced to leave 
behind--when she was a teenager. She had promised her family she'd never look back, but Ruth knows that to 
move forward, she must make peace with the past. Returning home, Ruth discovers the Indiana factory town 
of her youth is plagued by unemployment, racism, and despair. As she begins digging into the past, she 
unexpectedly befriends Midnight, a young white boy who is also adrift and looking for connection. Just as Ruth 
is about to uncover a burning secret her family desperately wants to keep hidden, a traumatic incident strains 
the town's already searing racial tensions, sending Ruth and Midnight on a collision course that could upend 
both their lives.  
 
#13 Leave the World Behind – Alam Rumaan (Dystopian Fiction) 
Amanda and Clay head out to a remote corner of Long Island expecting a vacation: a quiet reprieve from life in 
New York City, quality time with their teenage son and daughter, and a taste of the good life in the luxurious 
home they've rented for the week. But a late-night knock on the door breaks the spell. Ruth and G. H. are an 
older couple--it's their house, and they've arrived in a panic. They bring the news that a sudden blackout has 
swept the city. But in this rural area--with the TV and internet now down, and no cell phone service--it's hard 
to know what to believe. Should Amanda and Clay trust this couple--and vice versa? What happened back in 
New York? Is the vacation home, isolated from civilization, a truly safe place for their families? And are they 
safe from one other?   
 
#14 The Leavers – Lisa Ko (Immigrant Fiction) 
One morning, Deming Guo's mother, an undocumented Chinese immigrant named Polly, goes to her job at the 
nail salon and never comes home. With his mother gone, eleven-year-old Deming is left with no one to care 
for him. He is eventually adopted by two white college professors who move him from the Bronx to a small 
town upstate. Far from all he's ever known, Daniel struggles to reconcile his adoptive parents' desire that he 
assimilate with his memories of his mother and the community he left behind.  
 
#15 Libertie -Kaitlyn Greenridge (Historical Fiction) 
Coming of age as a free-born Black girl in Reconstruction-era Brooklyn, Libertie Sampson is all too aware that 
her mother, a physician, has a vision for their future together: Libertie will go to medical school and practice 
alongside her. But Libertie feels stifled by her mother's choices and is constantly reminded that, unlike her 
mother, Libertie has skin that is too dark. When a young man from Haiti proposes to Libertie and promises she 

https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=leave+the+world+behind&te=&lm=PHYSICAL_ONLY#less


will be his equal on the island, she accepts, only to discover that she is still subordinate to him and all men. As 
she tries to parse what freedom actually means for a Black woman, Libertie struggles with where she might 
find it-for herself and for generations to come 
 
#16 Miss Cecily’s Recipes for Exceptional Ladies – Vicky Zimmerman (Contemporary/Women’s Fiction) 
After a major life upheaval on the eve of her 40th birthday, Kate Parker finds herself volunteering at 
Lauderdale House for Exceptional Ladies. There she meets 97-year-old Cecily Finn. Cecily's tongue is as sharp 
as her mind but she has lost her spark, simply resigning herself to the Imminent End. Having no patience with 
Kate's plight, Cecily prescribes her a self-help book with a difference - it's a 1957 cookbook, featuring menus 
for anything life can throw at "the easily dismayed." So begins an unlikely friendship between two lonely and 
stubborn souls - one at the end of her life, one stuck in the middle - who discover one big life lesson: never be 
ashamed to ask for more. 
 
#17 My Kind of People - Lisa Duffy (Contemporary Fiction) 
On Ichabod Island, a jagged strip of land thirteen miles off the coast of Massachusetts, ten-year-old Sky 
becomes an orphan for the second time after a tragic accident claims the lives of her adoptive parents. 
Grieving the death of his best friends, Leo's life is turned upside down when he finds himself the guardian of 
young Sky. Back on the island and struggling to balance his new responsibilities and his marriage to his 
husband, Leo is supported by a powerful community of neighbors, many of them harboring secrets of their 
own. Maggie, who helps with Sky's childcare, has hit a breaking point with her police chief husband, who 
becomes embroiled in a local scandal. Her best friend Agnes, the island busybody, invites Sky's estranged 
grandmother to stay for the summer, straining already precarious relationships. Their neighbor Joe struggles 
with whether to tell all was not well in Sky's house in the months leading up to the accident. And among them 
all is a mysterious woman, drawn to Ichabod to fulfill a dying wish.  
 
#18 The Office of Historical Corrections: a novella and stories - Danielle Evans (Short Stories) 
Danielle Evans, widely acclaimed for her blisteringly smart voice and X-ray insights into complex human 
relationships, zooms in on particular moments and relationships in her characters' lives in a way that allows 
them to speak to larger issues of race, culture, and history. She introduces us to Black and multiracial 
characters who are experiencing the universal confusions of lust and love and getting walloped by grief--all 
while exploring how history haunts us, personally and collectively. Ultimately, she provokes us to think about 
the truths of American history--about who gets to tell them, and the cost of setting the record straight. 
 
#19 One Night Two Souls Went Walking – Ellen Cooney (Literary Fiction) 
A young chaplain at a large medical center fears her "soul is broken," though she hasn't subscribed to any 
formal religion in years-she's far too busy tending to the souls of her patients to do anything about her own. 
But strange things happen over the course of a single night shift, and interactions with patients in various 
states of consciousness and with various relationships to spirituality give her insight into her own life as they 
pinpoint our most human vulnerabilities and impulses.  
 
#20 The Pull of the Stars – Donoghue (Pandemic Fiction) 
In an Ireland doubly ravaged by war and disease, Nurse Julia Power works at an understaffed hospital in the 
city center, where expectant mothers who have come down with the terrible new Flu are quarantined 
together. Into Julia's regimented world step two outsiders -- Doctor Kathleen Lynn, a rumoured Rebel on the 
run from the police and a young volunteer helper, Bridie Sweeney. In the darkness and intensity of this tiny 
ward, over three days, these women change each other's lives in unexpected ways. They lose patients to this 
baffling pandemic, but they also shepherd new life into a fearful world. With tireless tenderness and 
humanity, carers and mothers alike somehow do their impossible work. 
 



#21 Saving Ruby King – C. Adel West (Contemporary Fiction)  
When Ruby King's mother is found murdered in their home in Chicago's South Side, the police dismiss it as 
another act of violence in a black neighborhood. But for Ruby, it's a devastating loss that leaves her on her 
own with her violent father. While she receives many condolences, her best friend, Layla, is the only one who 
understands how this puts Ruby in jeopardy. Their closeness is tested when Layla's father, the pastor of their 
church, demands that Layla stay away. But what is the price for turning a blind eye? In a relentless quest to 
save Ruby, Layla uncovers the murky loyalties and dangerous secrets that have bound their families together 
for generations. Only by facing this legacy of trauma head-on will Ruby be able to break free. 
 
#22 Separated: Inside an American Tragedy – Jacob Soboroff (NF- Immigration) 
A deeply reported, news breaking account of the humanitarian crisis of our time by the journalist who has 
been at the center of the story: MSNBC correspondent Jacob Soboroff, winner of the 2019 Walter Cronkite 
Award, offers a chilling expose of the human cost of the Trump administration's border and immigration 
policies. 
 
#23 She Gets That From Me – Robin Wells (Contemporary Fiction) 
When Quinn's best friend unexpectedly passes away, Quinn knows she'll do anything to protect Brooke's 
three-year-old daughter Lily and her grandmother Margaret. But Margaret is old-fashioned and has no 
compunction about finding Lily's dad, a sperm donor. After all, he is a blood relative and she believes family 
should raise family. Together, they will learn that there are many different roads to family.  
 
#24 Stepping Forward: a positive, practical path to transform our communities and our lives – Richard 
Harwood (NF – Civics) How do we bring people together when our society is breaking apart? What will it take 
to bridge our divides, overcome mistrust, and restore our belief that we can get things done together as 
Americans? How do we bring out the best in us? Harwood gives us a new and inspiring blueprint to rediscover 
what we share in common and actively build upon it. As a trusted civic voice, he argues that to get the country 
moving in the right direction, these efforts must start in our local communities. Americans are yearning for 
answers to the country's rampant polarization, hate speech, and gridlock. Stepping Forward shows us how to 
channel our frustrations, energies, and aspirations to get on a more hopeful path. 
 
#25 The Switch – Beth O’Leary (Contemporary/Romance Fiction) 
When overachiever Leena Cotton is ordered to take a two-month sabbatical after blowing a big presentation 
at work, she escapes to her grandmother Eileen's house for some long-overdue rest. Eileen is newly single and 
about to turn eighty. She'd like a second chance at love, but her tiny Yorkshire village doesn't offer many 
eligible gentlemen. So, they decide to try a two-month swap. Eileen will live in London and look for love; Leena 
will look after everything in rural Yorkshire. But, stepping into one another's shoes proves more difficult than 
either of them expected. Will swapping lives help Eileen and Leena find themselves...and maybe even find true 
love?  
 
#26 The Undocumented Americans: a homecoming – Karla Cornejo Villacicensio (NF – Memoir/Immigration) 
Writer Karla Cornejo Villavicencio was on DACA when she decided to write about being undocumented for the 
first time using her own name. It was right after the election of 2016, the day she realized the story she'd tried 
to steer clear of was the only one she wanted to tell.  So she wrote her immigration lawyer's phone number on 
her hand in Sharpie and embarked on a trip across the country to tell the stories of her fellow undocumented 
immigrants--and to find the hidden key to her own. Looking beyond the flashpoints of the border or the 
activism of the DREAMers, Cornejo Villavicencio explores the lives of the undocumented--and the mysteries of 
her own life. She finds the singular, effervescent characters across the nation often reduced in the media to 
political pawns or nameless laborers. The stories she tells are not deferential or naively inspirational but show 
the love, magic, heartbreak, insanity, and vulgarity that infuse the day-to-day lives of her subjects.  

https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=she+gets+that+from+me&te=&lm=PHYSICAL_ONLY#less


 
#27 The Vanishing Half – Brit Bennett (Mystery) 
The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after growing up together in a small, southern black 
community and running away at age sixteen, it's not just the shape of their daily lives that is different as 
adults, it's everything: their families, their communities, their racial identities. Ten years later, one sister lives 
with her black daughter in the same southern town she once tried to escape. The other secretly passes for 
white, and her white husband knows nothing of her past. Still, even separated by so many miles and just as 
many lies, the fates of the twins remain intertwined. What will happen to the next generation, when their own 
daughters' storylines intersect? 
 
#28 We Are Not Here to Be Bystanders: a memoir of love and resistance – Linda Sarsour (NF – Memoir/Social 
Justice) 
Women's March co-organizer Linda Sarsour shares how growing up Palestinian Muslim American, feminist, 
and empowered moved her to become a globally recognized and celebrated activist on behalf of marginalized 
communities across the country. 
 
#29 The Woman Before Wallis: a novel of Windsors – Bryn Turnbull (Historical Fiction) 
In the summer of 1926, when Thelma Morgan marries Viscount Duke Furness after a whirlwind romance, she's 
immersed in a gilded world of extraordinary wealth and privilege. For Thelma, the daughter of an American 
diplomat, her new life as a member of the British aristocracy is like a fairy tale--even more so when her 
husband introduces her to Edward, Prince of Wales. In a twist of fate, her marriage to Duke leads her to fall 
headlong into a love affair with Edward. But happiness is fleeting, and their love is threatened when Thelma's 
sister, Gloria Morgan Vanderbilt, becomes embroiled in a scandal with far-reaching implications. As Thelma 
sails to New York to support Gloria, she leaves Edward in the hands of her trusted friend Wallis, never 
imagining the consequences that will follow. 
 

 
MISSION STUDY BOOKS 
 
#30 Caste: the origins of our discontents – Isabel Wilkerson (NF – Social Justice/Race and Racism) 
Beyond race, class, or other factors, there is a powerful caste system that influences people's lives and 
behavior and the nation's fate. Linking the caste systems of America, India, and Nazi Germany, Wilkerson 
explores eight pillars that underlie caste systems across civilizations, including divine will, bloodlines, stigma, 
and more. Using riveting stories about people--including Martin Luther King, Jr., baseball's Satchel Paige, a 
single father and his toddler son, Wilkerson herself, and many others--she shows the ways that the insidious 
undertow of caste is experienced every day. She documents how the Nazis studied the racial systems in 
America to plan their out-cast of the Jews; she discusses why the cruel logic of caste requires that there be a 
bottom rung for those in the middle to measure themselves against; she writes about the surprising health 
costs of caste, in depression and life expectancy, and the effects of this hierarchy on our culture and politics. 
Finally, she points forward to ways America can move beyond the artificial and destructive separations of 
human divisions, toward hope in our common humanity. 
 
#31 A Knock at Midnight: a story of hope, justice and freedom – Brittany K. Barnett (NF – Criminal/Social 
Justice) 
Brittany K. Barnett was only a law student when she came across the case that would change her life forever--
that of Sharanda Jones, single mother, business owner, and, like Brittany, Black daughter of the rural South. A 
victim of America's ... war on drugs, Sharanda had been torn away from her young daughter and was serving a 
life sentence without parole--for a first-time drug offense. In Sharanda, Brittany saw haunting echoes of her 



own life, both as the daughter of a formerly incarcerated mother and as the once-girlfriend of an abusive drug 
dealer. As she studied this case, a system came into focus [for her]: one where widespread racial injustice 
forms the core of America's addiction to incarceration. 
 
#32 Long Time Coming: reckoning with race in America – Michael Eric Dyson (NF – Racism/Anti-racism) 
The night of May 25, 2020 changed America. George Floyd, a 46-year-old Black man, was killed during an 
arrest in Minneapolis when a white cop suffocated him. The video of that night's events went viral, sparking 
the largest protests in the nation's history and the sort of social unrest we have not seen since the sixties. 
While Floyd's death was certainly the catalyst, (heightened by the fact that it occurred during a pandemic 
whose victims were disproportionately of color) it was in truth the fuse that lit an ever-filling powder keg.Long 
Time Coming grapples with the cultural and social forces that have shaped our nation in the brutal crucible of 
race. In five beautifully argued chapters--each addressed to a black martyr from Breonna Taylor to Rev. 
Clementa Pinckney--Dyson traces the genealogy of anti-blackness from the slave ship to the street corner 
where Floyd lost his life--and where America gained its will to confront the ugly truth of systemic racism. 
Ending with a poignant plea for hope, Dyson's exciting new book points the way to social redemption. 
 
 #33 This Is the Fire: what I say to my friends about racism – Don Lemon (NF – Racism/Anti-racism) 
The host of CNN Tonight with Don Lemon is more popular than ever. As America's only Black prime-time 
anchor, Lemon and his daily monologues on racism and antiracism, on the failures of the Trump 
administration and of so many of our leaders, and on America's systemic flaws speak for his millions of fans. 
Now, in an urgent, deeply personal, riveting plea, he shows us all how deep our problems lie, and what we can 
do to begin to fix them. Beginning with a letter to one of his Black nephews, he proceeds with reporting and 
reflections on his slave ancestors, his upbringing in the shadows of segregation, and his adult confrontations 
with politicians, activists, and scholars. In doing so, Lemon offers a searing and poetic ultimatum to America. 
He visits the slave port where a direct ancestor was shackled and shipped to America. He recalls a slave 
uprising in Louisiana, just a few miles from his birthplace. And he takes us to the heart of the 2020 protests in 
New York City. As he writes to his young nephew: We must resist racism every single day. We must resist it 
with love.  
  
#34 When They Call You a Terrorist: A Black Lives Matter memoir – Patrisse Kham-Cullers (NF – Memoir) 
From one of the co-founders of the Black Lives Matter movement comes a poetic memoir and reflection on 
humanity. Patrisse Cullors' story asks us to remember that protest in the interest of the most vulnerable 
comes from love. Leaders of the Black Lives Matter movement have been called terrorists, a threat to 
America. But in truth, they are loving women whose life experiences have led them to seek justice for those 
victimized by the powerful. In this meaningful, empowering account of survival, strength, and resilience, 
Patrisse Cullors and Asha Bandele seek to change the culture that declares innocent black life expendable. 
 
#35 You’ll Never Believe What Happened to Lacey: crazy stories about racism – Amber Ruffin and Lacey 
Lamar (NF – Racism) Now a writer and performer on Late Night with Seth Meyers and host of The Amber 
Ruffin Show, Amber Ruffin lives in New York, where she is no one's First Black Friend and everyone is, as she 
puts it, "stark raving normal." But Amber's sister Lacey? She's still living in their home state of Nebraska, and 
trust us, you'll never believe what happened to Lacey.  From racist donut shops to strangers putting their 
whole hand in her hair, from being mistaken for a prostitute to being mistaken for Harriet Tubman, Lacey is a 
lightning rod for hilariously ridiculous yet all-too-real anecdotes. She's the perfect mix of polite, beautiful, 
petite, and Black that apparently makes people think "I can say whatever I want to this woman." And now, 
Amber and Lacey share these entertainingly horrifying stories through their laugh-out-loud sisterly banter. 
Painfully relatable or shockingly eye-opening (depending on how often you have personally been followed by 
security at department stores), this book tackles modern-day racism with the perfect balance of levity and 
gravity. 

https://charlottefl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/libraries/search/results?qu=this+is+the+fire&te=&rw=#less


Reading For Renewal Record Sheet 2021 -2022 

Due to your local church’s Reading for Renewal contact in April 2022. Each reader is asked to record the books read 

from this list during the year. Please indicate the books you read by placing a check in front of the number of the 

book title listed below. Any number of books may be recorded. A qualified reader must read six (6) books from the 

list, including one (1) Mission Study. 

 1 Aftershocks - Owusu  16 Miss Cecily’s Recipes for Exceptional Ladies – 
Zimmerman 

 2 America is Not the Heart – Castillo  17 My Kind of People – Duffy 

 3 Beyond Beasts – Nijhuis  18 The Office of Historical Corrections – Evans 

 4 The Book of Rosy – Pablo Cruz  19 One Night Two Souls Went Walking – Cooney 

 5 The Call to Unite – Shriver/Rosshirt  20 The pull of the Stars – Donoghue 

 6 Florence Adler Swims Forever – Beanland  21 Saving Ruby King – West 

 7 The Henna Artist – Joshi  22 Separated – Soboroff 

 8 His Only Wife – Medie  23 She Gets That From Me – Wells 

 9 How the One-Armed Sister Sweeps the 
House – Jones 

 24 Stepping Forward – Harwood 

 10 The Imperfects – Myerson  25 The Switch – O’Leary 

 11 Infinite Country - Engel  26 The Undocumented Americans – Villacicensio 

 12 The Kindest Lie – Johnson  27 The Unpassing – Lin 

 13 Leave the World Behind – Rumaan  28 We Are Not Here to be Bystanders – Sarsour 

 14 The Leavers – Ko  29 The Woman Before Wallis - Turnbull 

 15 Libertie - Greenridge   

 

MISSION STUDY BOOKS  

 30 Caste – Wilkerson 

 31 A Knock at Midnight – Barnett 

 32 Long Time Coming - Dyson 

 33 This Is The Fire - Lemon 

 34 When They Call You a Terrorist – Kham-Cullers 

 35 You’ll Never Believe What Happened to Lacey – Ruffin/Lamar 

 

Total number of 2021-2022 Reading for Renewal Books Read: ______ 

I am a Qualified Reader: Yes _____   No _____ 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________ 


